
ACTIVITY KIT

JaNay Brown-Wood 
Illustrated by John Joven
978-1-62354-368-6 HC 
e-book available

About the Book
Acacia has been locked away by Ma Gothel, left to wonder about the world 
beyond her tower walls. She spends her days reading stories about the 
outside until one day, Mahogany from Mahogany: A Little Red Riding Hood 
Tale happens to find her tower. Can the girls hatch a plan to make Acacia’s 
dreams of escape come true? 

This clever, Black contemporary twist on Rapunzel celebrates friendship, 
ingenuity, and imagination. 

About the Author
JaNay Brown-Wood is an early childhood professor and the author of several 
books for children, including Mahogany, Grandma’s Tiny House, Imani’s Moon, 
and Shhh! The Baby’s Asleep. She also contributed to the poetry anthologies 
Thanku: Poems of Gratitude and No World Too Big. JaNay lives in California.

About the Illustrator
John Joven is the illustrator of The Plan for the Gingerbread House and 
Preschool, Here I Come! He grew up in Bogotá, Colombia, and studied 
graphic design at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia. He still lives there 
with his wife, Ana, and two children, Avril and Ian. When not illustrating, he 
enjoys spending quality time with his children, playing soccer with his friends, 
watching movies, and traveling.
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“A hip adaptation of a beloved story.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

Praise for Mahogany



Before Reading
Pre-reading concept reviews help enrich students’ 
learning experience!
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For younger students (K–2nd):
•  �After looking at the cover of the book and reading the title, ask students what they think Acacia is 

about. Write their responses on chart paper. 

•  �Ask if students are familiar with the “Rapunzel” story. What do they think the subtitle “A Rapunzel Tale” 
means? 

•  �“Rapunzel” is a fairy tale. Ask students to list other fairy tales they know. Write their suggestions on 
chart paper and ask students how they know when a story is a fairy tale. 

•  �Invite students to describe the characters on the cover of the book. List the description words they use 
on chart paper. 

For older students (3rd and up):
•  �Based on the title and cover, ask students to describe what they think the book is about. Write their 

responses on chart paper.

•  �Have students discuss the following questions in small groups. Tape the questions to a wall and ask 
students to tape their answers beneath the questions.	  
	 •  Who is the hero of the “Rapunzel” story? Why? 
	 •  What do students know about the Mother Gothel character? 
	 •  What is the difference between a fairy tale and other types of stories? 

•  �Invite students to reflect on traditional stories that are told and retold by cultures around the world. 
What do these stories have in common? What makes them distinct from each other?
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After Reading
Post-reading discussion can help students develop 
greater understanding and connect them to curriculum 
activities. 
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For younger students (K–2nd):
•  �Revisit student predictions from the pre-reading discussion. What predictions were correct? Did Acacia 

surprise them? 

•  �What makes Acacia “A Rapunzel Tale”? 

•  �Ask students to think about the description words they heard in the story. Compare those descriptions 
to the list of words from their pre-reading reflection. 

For older students (3rd and up):
•  �Revisit student predictions from the pre-reading discussion. What predictions were correct? 

•  �Take a second look at student responses to the pre-reading discussion questions:	  
	 •  Who is the hero of the “Rapunzel” story? Why? 
	 •  What do students know about the Ma Gothel character? 
	 •  What is the difference between a fairy tale and other types of stories?  
Talk as a class about how these questions are connected to the story. 

•  �Acacia is described as “A clever, Black contemporary twist on Rapunzel . . .” What cultural elements do 
students recognize in this text that resonate with Black experiences? 

•  �What time period do students think this story takes place in? Why? If they were to become a fairy tale 
character, what modern tools, toys, or hobbies would they bring into the fairy tale world? 

•  �Why are stories important to Acacia? What kinds of stories does she read and tell? Ask students if 
stories have helped them during difficult times in their lives.

•  �What story does Mahogany come from? What does her presence in Acacia tell students about the world 
of this book? How does her friendship with Acacia change the course of the story?
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Language Arts Connection:  
Rapunzel
Learn about plot and retellings using the classic fairy 
tale “Rapunzel.”
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For younger students (K–2nd):
•  �Before class, write the phrases “Rapunzel lives in a tower,“ “Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair,“ 

“Gothel visits Rapunzel,” “A prince discovers the tower,“ “The prince visits Rapunzel,“ and “Rapunzel 
and the prince escape the tower“ on separate pieces of poster paper. Post these signs in order around 
the room. 

•  �Ask students if they are familiar with the story of “Rapunzel.” Read Acacia aloud together as a class and 
reflect on the following questions:  
	 • Is Acacia the same story as “Rapunzel”?  
	 • What other versions of the “Rapunzel” story do you know?  
	 • What’s the difference between copying a story and retelling a classic fairy tale? 

•  �As a class, read at least two other versions of “Rapunzel” together. As you read each story, move 
around the room as a group to stand by the sign that represents the part of the story you’re reading. 

•  Invite students to share their reactions.  
	 • How were these stories different? How were they the same?  
	 • What is your favorite of the versions we read?  
	 • Why do so many authors retell the story of “Rapunzel”? 

For older students (3rd and up):
•  �Begin by asking students to help you solve a dilemma. What’s the difference between copying a story 

and retelling it? Invite students to think of specific examples of stories that get retold. Is it copying 
if someone makes a book into a movie? If someone writes a version of a European fairy tale set in a 
different place and time? 

• As a class, read Acacia aloud together and discuss:  
	 • Is Acacia the same story as “Rapunzel”? What makes it similar or different?  
	 • Do you know other versions of the “Rapunzel” story?  
	 • Why do you think the author chose to retell this story? 

• �Distribute copies of the “Rapunzel Diagram” on page 5 of this kit. Read through a copy of Rapunzel by 
Paul Zelinsky (or another traditional version of the story) together and break down the plot into its basic 
steps. (See the first bullet point under “For younger students (K-2nd)” above.) 

• �Reread Acacia together and ask students to use their diagram to keep track of where they are in the 
story, and raise their hands each time the book progresses to the next step. 

• �Discuss the basic elements of plot with students: beginning, rising action, climax, falling action, and 
resolution. Ask them which part they believe each step of “Rapunzel” belongs to. Distribute copies 
of the “Plot Arc” worksheet on page 6 of this kit and invite students to cut out the boxes from their 
“Rapunzel Diagram” and tape them into place along the arc.
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Rapunzel Diagram
Name: 
Date: 

Use the boxes below to break down the plot of the 
classic “Rapunzel” story.
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Plot Arc
Name: 
Date: Activity Kit



Writing Connection:  
Tell Me a Story
Use the story planner below to imagine your own 
story like Acacia does!
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Characters Setting(s)

Problem

Solution

Rising Action



Word Search
Name: 
Date: 
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