
Grandma’s Tiny House Teacher Guide 
 

English Language Arts Common Core Standards 

Grandma’s Tiny House activities can align with the Common Core Standards as children answer 
questions after listening and comprehending the story: 

 

Pre-reading Questions 

1. What is a holiday?  What are some examples of holidays? 

2. What do you know about holidays?  How many of you celebrate different holidays with 
your family? 

3. What does the word “tradition” mean? 

4. Who are the members of your family?  Is your family large or small? 

5. What is a rhyme?  Can you think of words that rhyme? 

 

Reading and Literature 

1. Key ideas and details  

a. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
(RL. K.1). 

i. Did everyone fit into Grandma’s house? 

ii. Who came to Grandma’s house?  What did they bring? 

iii. What types of food did the family members bring to Grandma’s house? 

b. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories including key details (RL. K.2). 

i. What happened at the beginning of the story?  What happened in the middle?  
What happened at the end? 

ii. See “Beginning, Middle, End” activity (Pg 5 of this guide). 

c. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings and major events in a story 
(RL. K.3). 
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i. Who came to Grandma’s house?  What did they bring? 

ii. What was the big problem for the family?  What did they do to solve that 
problem? 

2. Craft and Structure 

a. Ask and answer questions about unknown words in text (RL. K.4). 

i. What does the word “scrumptious” mean?  What is another word for 
“scrumptious”? 

ii. What does it mean to “strut”?  Can you show me strutting with your bodies? 

iii. Who has ever had a feast before?  Tell me what happens at a feast. 

b. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the 
role of each telling the story (RL. K.6). 

i. Who can tell me what an author is? 

ii. Who can tell me what an illustrator is? 

iii. Who writes the words and who makes the pictures? 

iv. This book is called “Grandma’s Tiny House” by JaNay Brown-Wood.  Who is 
JaNay Brown-Wood? 

3. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

a. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding (RL. 
K.10). 

i. Activate prior knowledge related to the information and events in text (RL. 
K.10a). 

1. Can anyone tell me what you did during your last holiday? 

2. Have you ever had a problem that you had to solve?  Like what? 

ii. Use illustrations and context to make prediction about text (RL. K10b). 

1. We see this house is jam-packed.  What does “jam-packed” mean?  
What do you think they should do?   

2. A prediction is when you make a guess about what is going to happen.  
What do you predict is going to happen next? 



Brown-Wood, Grandma’s Tiny House Teacher’s Guide 

3 

 

3. Make a prediction about what you think the family will do next year 
for their celebration. 

 

Reading Foundational Skills 

1. Phonological Awareness 

a. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes) 
(RF. K.2). 

i. Let’s look at some rhyming words from the book and write them on the 
board.  Can you think of other words that rhyme with these? 

Street/Meet/Eat 

Year/Here 

Sit/Fit 

Chair/Air 

Pears/Stairs 

Line/Fine 

Least/Feast 

Tight/Right 

Space/Place 

Two/Do 

 

Writing Standards 

1. Text Types and Purposes 

a. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they 
occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened (W. K.3). 

i. See “Beginning, Middle, End” worksheet activity (Pg 5). 

 

Speaking and Listening 

1. Comprehension and Collaboration 

a. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 
requesting clarification if something is not understood (SL. K.2). 

i. Why didn’t the grandkids go inside Grandma’s house to celebrate? 
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ii. How did the family solve their problem?  Turn to your partner and share 
your answers. 

2. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

a. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events, and with prompting and 
support, provide additional detail (SL. K.4). 

i. Tell me about what your family does during the holidays. 

ii. See “Family Tree Parent Project” activity (Pg 6). 

iii. See “Picture Prompt Art” activity (Pg 5). 

b. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide 
additional detail (SL. K.5). 

i. Tell me about what your family does during the holidays. 

ii. See “Family Tree Parent Project” (Pg. 6). 

iii. See “Picture Prompt Art” (Pg. 5). 

 

 

Math Common Core Standards 

Grandma’s Tiny House activities can align with the Common Core Standards for math as 
children practice counting and comparing cardinal numbers: 

 

Counting and Cardinality 

1. Write numbers from 0 to 20.  Represent a number of objects with a written numeral 0-20 
(with 0 representing a count of no objects) (CCSS.Math.K.CC.A.3). 

a. Have children write down the numbers they hear as you read the book a third or 
fourth time. 

b. See “Numerical Comparisons” activity (Pg 6). 

2. Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to 
the number of objects in another group e.g., by using matching and counting strategies 
(CCSS.Math.Content.K.CC.C.6). 
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a. Discuss the family members and food items and compare them to each other.  
Were there more nieces or nephews?  Were there fewer neighbors or cousins? 

b. See “Numerical Comparisons” activity (Pg. 6). 

c. See “Graphing Holidays” activity (Pg. 6). 

3. Compare two numbers between 1 and 10 presented as written numerals. 
(CCSS.Math.Content.K.CC.C.7). 

a. Write out the number of family members and food items (Grandma to coconut 
cakes), and have the children write these as well.  Count the items so the children 
are seeing the numbers and hearing them be counted as well. 

b. See “Numerical Comparisons” activity (Pg 6). 

 

Specific Activities for the Kindergarten Classroom 

These activities can be used in the classroom to help children continue to grasp the concepts and 
ideas of Grandma’s Tiny House.  Activities range from art, writing, and graphing, to parent 

projects and events. 

1. Picture Prompt Art  

Children can be given a prompt, and then draw what comes to mind when given that 
prompt.  Children can share what they drew, and write words or dictate what they drew to 
capture their thoughts. 

Example prompts: 

During the holidays, my family... 

What is your favorite holiday and why? 

What does your family eat during the holidays? 

2. Beginning, Middle, and End  

Give each child a piece of paper that is separated into four boxes.  Each box should have 
a heading: Beginning, Middle, End, What Would You Do?  Have the children draw what 
happened during each part of the story, and write words to explain what happened as 
well.  Then discuss with the children, what happened at the beginning, middle, and end of 
the story.  Now, ask the children to draw and write what they would do if their 
Grandma’s house was too tiny for their family.  Have them discuss what they drew and 
wrote.  Have them talk about how they would feel during each part of the story, if that 
was happening to them. 
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3. Family Tree Parent Project 

Children can do a “homework” project with their parents.  At home, parents and their 
children can create a family tree using pictures and drawings of people and members of 
their family (Mother, Father, Grandparents, sister, brother, uncle, aunt, etc.).  Children 
can share this in class and dialogue with each other about the members in their families. 

4. Cultural Cookbook and Multicultural Event 

A teacher can engage families and ask them to pick one special recipe that their family 
uses during the holidays.  Each family can bring a printed out recipe and a picture of this 
recipe, and the teacher can make it into a class cookbook.  Then, families can be invited 
to a multicultural event where cultural foods are shared, and families can share about 
traditions they have in their homes.   

5. Graphing  Holidays 

Teachers can survey their classes to see which holidays are celebrated in their 
classrooms.  Then, they can create bar graphs to visually represent this information. 

Bar Graph 1: Which holidays do we celebrate? 

With this bar graph, she can use the holiday list and see how many students celebrate 
each of these holidays.  There can also be a bar that says “I do not celebrate holidays”. 

Bar Graph 2: Which holiday is your favorite? 

With this bar graph, a teacher can have the students vote on their favorite holiday and use 
a bar graph to represent this as well.  The teacher can have a dialogue with the students 
about the various holidays the students celebrate in her class.  She can also compare the 
information, using words such as “more” ,“less”, and “equal” when looking at the bar 
graphs. 

6. Numerical Comparisons  

Teachers can use worksheets so students can practice writing numbers and practice 
writing numerals.  Worksheets can ask questions such as: 

How many nephews came to Grandma’s House?  How many grandkids?  Which had 
more and which had less? 

Here are pictures of each of the members who came to Grandma’s House.  Count each 
family member and write down the number. 

Here are pictures of each of the food items brought to Grandma’s House.  Count each 
food item and write down the number. 


